Power is also a major theme. As Murphy describes, power is the authority over others as well as autonomy, "the power over oneself" (21) . The first four chapters analyze the changing demographics at Prairie du Chien and their effects on the power dynamics of the community. French traders married into Native families, gaining access to Native trading partners and land. While Americans recognized Frenchmen as the official titleholders of the land, Native women and children maintain their connections to the land through their Native heritage. Murphy writes, "The settlement at Prairie du Chien was both a Native place and a site of colonization; a foothold for the conquerors and but also a reserve for Native descendants" (63).
Because the American system incorporated the Creole population into the political life of Prairie du Chien, Creoles had little reason to revolt against the federal government, unlike the Métis population in Canada. Incorporating Creole men into the American system allowed the Americans to legally legitimize their claims to Native lands surrounding Prairie du Chien.
While women were positioned to be cultural and social mediators between their tribes and incoming Anglo-Americans, these women were also losing official authority over their land. The introduction of the United States shifted the social dynamics of these kinship units by further reducing legal protections of women.
Chapters 5 and 6 explore the Creole world after the Creole population became a minority population at Prairie du Chien. The Americans no longer needed the Creoles to maintain their authority. Native American kinship ties were further strained as Anglo-Americans pressured and eventually forced Native groups from Prairie du Chien. The Creole population avoided such removal because of their previous connections to the American system of governance and their ability to identity themselves as part of the "white" population.
Great Lakes Creoles is a strong addition to the growing number of studies on early Wisconsin and adds to the idea that the Great Lakes were an important borderlands region. Murphy's strong research and engaging writing make Great Lakes Creoles a pleasure to read. Her careful analysis exposes how Prairie du Chien's Creole population engaged and adapted to the invading American settler state. JACOB C. JURSS is a doctoral candidate in the Department of History at Michigan State University.
